
 

Frederick County Sustainability Commission 

Meeting Minutes for 

1/17/18 

 

FCSC Attendees: Tom Anderson, Tim Jones, Jennifer Bird, Elizabeth Peterson, John Ferri, Ron 

Kaltenbaugh, Joe Richardson, Mike Swanson, Rachel Armistead, Council Member Jerry Donald  

OSER: Shannon Moore 

Public: Samantha Hogan, Mike Paone (Planner), Denis Superczynski, Michael Mock. 

I. Welcome and Introductions  

a. The Chair (Ron Kaltenbaugh) opened the meeting and welcomed all FCSC members and 
guests. 

II. Vice Chair items 

a. Approval of December Meeting Minutes. Tom made a motion to accept the minutes. John 

seconded the motion. One abstention. 

III. Brief Updates 

a. Forest Resource Ordinance 

i. The 2nd reader was January 9, 2018. FCSC members spoke in favor of the ordinance. 

ii. The 3rd reader has been postponed to February 6, 2018 and there is time to write a 

letter supporting it. 

1. Ron would like to focus on the economic value of forests. 

2. Liz compiled data regarding the economic value of forests. 

3. Joe moved to draft a letter in support of the County Executive’s Forest Resource 

Bill 1717. John seconded the motion, and it passed the Commission. 

4. Shannon, Mike, and Liz will provide information to be included in the letter. 

b. Sustainability Awards 

i. A number of submissions have been received and will be distributed. 

1. Three Categories: Individual, Organizations, County office/employee 

a. We have submissions for Individuals and Organizations 

2. To be announced by CE in March at the Green Homes challenge event. 
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IV. STAR Communities (Mike Paone) 

a. Planning is drafting a spreadsheet of County Departments and the objectives they will be 

focusing on. 

b. Planning needs assistance compiling a list of nonprofits to include. 

c. The charts use color codes to track how much information has been gathered and which 

departments have been contacted. 

d. FCSC members chose objectives to focus on. 

V. Livable Frederick Updates 

a. Denis noted that Livable Frederick has been released for review by the public and 

neighboring jurisdictions. Public Hearing is scheduled for March. 

b. Draft plan will then go to County Council review. 

c. Environment and Energy meeting at Common Market on Friday night. 

VI. OSER Updates 

a. OSER is developing their budget. Making financial requests for the next fiscal year. $8 

million request to meet watershed restoration projects required by NPDES permits. 

b. OSER is planning 159 acres of reforestation through Creek ReLeaf. 

VII. Commission Members Items of Interest 

Liz: Attended the 2nd reader for the new Forest Resource Ordinance. Organizing an 

Understanding our Environmental Legacy presentation. 

Rachel: The same company that owns Mother Earth News bought the Frederick News Post. The 

Mother Earth News Fair is scheduled for June 2 and 3, with the Fiber Fest. Also has upcoming 

workshops to teach sauerkraut making. 

Tim: Green Drinks tonight at Serendipity Market on Patrick Street. 

Tom: Submitted letter to County Council as a member of the Foresty Board, supported the CE 

Forest Ordinance. 

John: Attended Art Deco event in Miami, including Historic Preservation and Resilience 

discussion. Interested in following up with presenters. 

Ron: Detroit Auto Show included announcement by Ford that they are upping their investment in 

electric vehicles. 

Joe: Successful start to Urbana High compost effort. Thanks to Samantha for articles detailing 

the effort. Thanks to the volunteers! 

Jennifer: Joining the East Street Corridor workgroup with the City of Frederick. 
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IX. Public Comments 

 Michael Mock – Works for Electrical Alliance, and City resident. Currently working on nationwide 

initiatives on battery storage and car charging. Looking for opportunities for nighttime charging 

barns for EVs. 

 
Adjournment:  Following a motion, which was seconded and unanimously approved, the meeting was 
adjourned at 5:00 pm. 


